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similar conduct on the part of their rivals l.    Henry VI.
supported the Staplers 2, but under the Tudors the Merchant
Adventurers pressed their claims with implacable obstinacy.
They were resolved to keep the cloth trade in their own
hands, and eventually (1504) a Star Chamber decree ordered
Staplers, who exercised the occupation of the Merchant
Adventurers, to submit to their authority ;   and similarly
in the reverse case3.    This was intended to mean that
the   Staplers  should  pay  to   the   Merchant   Adventurers
the ordinary duties levied on cloth, but under colour of
this  decision  the  latter  insisted  that  their  rivals  must
enter their  company4.     The  king  intervened,  but  they
continued to enforce their demands and imprisoned those
who resisted their authority, and attached their goods 5.
The prosperity of the Staplers had greatly declined, and they
were no longer in a position to offer adequate resistance to
their younger and more vigorous rivals.    Time had been
when they had advanced large sums of money to the king 6^
but in a petition to Wolsey (c. 1527) they said that their
numbers were fallen from four hundred shippers to one
hundred and forty.    They were affected by Henry VIII.'s
wars, for where the French were wont to purchase two
thousand sacks of wool, now they did not buy one-fifth ; and
Flanders was using larger quantities of Spanish wool7.    A
contemporary writer also voiced the belief that Edward
III/s gift of native sheep to Spain had been detrimental to
the realm 8.    In any case English wool was largely taken up
1  Ibid. ii. 558, No. 125.    Among the merchants of Hull there were
" divers that be both merchant adventurers and staplers " :   York Mercers
and Merchant Adventurers, 235 (1580).
2  Schanz, Englische Handelspolitik, ii. 539-543, No. 116 (1458).
3  Ibid. ii. 547, No. 119.
4  Ibid. ii. 548, No. 120 (1505).
* Ibid. ii. 555, No. 123 (1510) ; 556, No. 124 ; 563, No. 127.
6  For Staplers' loans, see supra, p. 564, note i ;  Jenckes, The Staple of
England, 20, note 7 ; G. A. C. Sandeman, Calais under English Rule (1908),
71-72 ; Abram, Social England in the Fifteenth Century, 66.
7  Schanz, Englische H andelspolitik, ii. 565, No. 129.    The number of
Staplers under Edward IV. is estimated at between 300 and 400, mainly
Londoners : Power, in Studies in English Trade in the Fifteenth Century
(ed. Power and Postan), 41.
8  Pauli, Drei volkswirthschaftliche Denkschriften, 24; Macpherson, A nnals
of Commerce, i. 539.